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Disgraceful, say veterans as Army HQ removes
picture of historic surrender in Dhaka

-AJ Prabal

As Vijay Divas approaches on 16 December, the removal of an iconic 1971

war photograph from its prominent position at the Army headquarters in New

Delhi has sparked attention.

A painting depicting an imaginary victory
celebration at the Pangong lake near the Galwan
valley in Ladakh has replaced the iconic
photograph of the ceremonial surrender of
Pakistani soldiers to the Indian Army on 16
December, 1971 in Dhaka following the liberation
of Bangladesh.

The surrender followed a full-fledged war
between India and Pakistan that lasted just about
two weeks, during which the United States and
China both sided with Pakistan and the United
States sent its Seventh Fleet to the Indian Ocean
to assist the Pakistani Navi.

As many as 90,000 Pakistani soldiers laid
down their arms and the prisoners of war were
brought back to India with full honour, detained
in POW camps for a year or so before being

returned as part of the Simla Pact.

While it is not clear when the photograph was
removed from the army headquarters, veterans
believe it is part of the ‘decolonisation’ drive
undertaken by the BJP government for the past
several years. The removal of the iconic
photograph, however, is a serious mistake and
an insult to the Indian armed forces.

The photograph of the surrender reflected a
historic and comprehensive military victory and
has inspired successive generations of officers
and the ranks. Why would the government decide
to remove it from its vantage position at the office
of the Chief of the Army Staff (COAS) where
military leaders from abroad and visitors liked
to be photographed with the picture of the
surrender as the backdrop?
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No explanation has come yet from the
ministry of defence or the defence minister.
Veterans however have voiced their dismay at
the development. They are distressed at the recent
changes forced on the Indian armed forces in
the name of ‘decolonisation’ and question the
assault on military history, tradition and creed.

They believe that reasons are entirely political
and the BJP government at the Centre wants to
erase the memory of the 1971 victory so that
they do not have to give credit to the then PM
Indira Gandhi.

Veterans have also questioned the rationale
behind the removal of what is known as the
‘Chetwode Creed’ too from the army
headquarters. Field Marshal Philip Chetwode was
the Commander in Chief of the Indian Army and
is credited for setting up of the Indian Military
Academy in Dehradun. The Chetwode motto is
derived from an address the Field Marshal gave
to the Academy in 1932.

"Twould ask you to remember that you have
come here to have your first lessons in three
principles which must guide an officer of a
National Army,” the Field Marshal had said and
laid down the three following rules to follow:

First: — The safety, honour and welfare of your
country come first, always and every time.

Second: — The honour, welfare and comfort
of the men you command come next.

Third: — Your own ease, comfort and safety
come last, always and every time.

“I do not find anything colonial in what Field
Marshal Chetwode said. In fact, his credo for
officers is even more relevant today than in those
times. And the cringeworthy amateurish Ladakh
painting which imagines a victory, is no match
for what the Indian Army actually achieved in
Dhaka on 16 December, 1971," reflected military
historian Man Aman Singh Chinna, the author of
‘The Seven Heroes of the 1971 War".

Lt General H.S. Panag agreed and
commented, “The photo/painting symbolising
India’s first major military victory in a 1000 years
and also first as a united nation, in 1971, has

been removed by a hierarchy which believes that
mythology, religion and distant fragmented
feudal past will inspire future victories.”

Some of the veterans who weighed in pointed
out that for the last 10 years the present BJP
government has tried to project the Kargil war
of 1999, when a BJP-led government headed by
Atal Bihari Vajpayee was in power, as a more
significant victory than the 1971 war.

Others recalled that PM Modi had claimed
that he had taken part in the Bangladesh
Liberation War and gone to jail; that it was just a
matter of time before he claimed victory for the
1971 war too, a veteran sarcastically commented.

Also Read: BJP negating Indira Gandhi's
contribution in 1971 war: Congress

“We are waiting for the BJP & its supreme
leader to say that they and he liberated
Bangladesh... the govt which itself has nothing
to showcase is trying to fiddle around with
history but forgets in the bargain that history,
once written, cannot be erased by such childish
acts of removing pictures. BJP wants to remove
anything which the earlier govts did for the nation,”
said another veteran.

Others recalled how the present government
had stubbornly refused to turn INS Vikrant, India’s
first aircraft carrier that played a stellar role in
the 1971 war. It had decided to turn INS Vikrant
as scrap. Was it also part of the mission to rewrite
history and wipe out memories of Indira Gandhi?

At least one veteran pointed to the
government's decision to link the biometrics of
all personnel of the Indian armed forces with
Aadhaar. He alleged that the Aadhaar details have
since been shared with agencies with possible
connections to foreign intelligence agencies.

“It takes a special kind of jaundiced thought
process to remove your own military victory from
public eye. Pandering to political whims has
happened earlier in Indian military too but never
atthis scale.Itis an insult to all those who fought
and died in 1971 war and to the worthies in this
photo,” reflected a veteran.
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The ceasefire between Israel and
the Hezbollah is a win-win

-Maj. Gen. Harsha Kakkar

After protracted negotiations
involving US and France, Israel
and the Hezbollah have accepted
a ceasefire. The ceasefire comes
after over a year of fighting
resulting in the loss of thousands
of lives, mostly innocents.
Presidents Biden and Macron
mentioned in a joint statement
that the agreement ‘will cease the
fighting in Lebanon, and secure

R = ) B

Israel from the threat of Hezbollah and other
terrorist organizations operating from
Lebanon,” adding, 'will create conditions to
restore lasting calm and allow residents in both
countries to return safely to their homes.’

Benjamin Netanyahu, the Israeli PM
mentioned, ‘'we will enforce the agreement and
respond forcefully to any violation." As per the
agreement there would initially be a sixty-day
ceasefire. The world welcomed the agreement
as it ended one part of the conflict in West
Asia. The conflict in Lebanon has thus far
displaced over 1.2 million Lebanese as also
60,000 Israeli’s. As per Lebanon there are over
3700 deaths, while Israel has accepted loss of
75 soldiers and 45 civilians.

UNSC resolution 1701 which ended the
2006 Israel-Hezbollah conflict was the basis for
the current agreement. Similar to 2006, only
Lebanese armed forces and UN peacekeepers
would operate south of Lebanon'’s Litani River.
This will imply that Hezbollah forces would
retreat about 40 Kms from the border while
Israeli forces would vacate Lebanon. Over the
years, the 2006 truce was breached by both
sides, with Hezbollah constructing
underground structures and Israeli aircraft
overflying Lebanon regularly.

Yet the truce held, till Hamas launched its
raids on Israel on 07 Oct last year. It should be
noted that both the ceasefires (2006 and
current) are between Israel and Hezbollah, not
Lebanon, implying that the world has accepted
Hezbollah as a global entity, despite being
designated as a terrorist group. The current
ceasefire is a win-win for all sides involved in
the conflict and hence there is hope that the
same would hold.

For Biden, there is some achievement,
though in the final stages of his presidency.
Had this ceasefire been announced prior to
elections, it is possible that it could have
benefitted Kamala Harris. The US was being
stretched to its limits, providing Israel and
Ukraine with weapons and ammunition as also
maintaining its own reserves for any future
operations. Its defence-industrial complex was
unable to meet rising demands.

Netanyahu officially announced three
reasons for accepting the ceasefire. Firstly, it
enables Israel to focus on Iran, its major
adversary, secondly, the ceasefire comes as a
‘breather’ as also allows Israeli forces to
‘replenish their stocks’ and finally separates
Hamas and Hezbollah operations. But there are
multiple other reasons.
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Israeli defence forces are exhausted. There
are reports of reservists not reporting for duty.
A CNN report mentions that Israeli forces
‘issued 1,126 arrest warrants for ultra-Orthodox
conscripts who have not responded to drafting
orders.” The Israel supreme court had
determined that ultra-Orthodox Jews cannot
be exempt from military service.

An Israeli military spokesperson mentioned
while commenting on drafting orders to ultra-
Orthodox Jews, ‘'The IDF (Israeli Defence Force)
is in need of soldiers. We touched on the figure
of 10,000, but this isn't a stable figure because
we have casualties unfortunately.' The ceasefire
with Hezbollah will reduce demands on
numbers being recruited. Further, there are
disagreements within the Israeli government
on its conduct of the conflict as also the end
state desired by Netanyahu.

Israel has never been able to make the
Hezbollah redundant. In 2006, prior to the
ceasefire, both sides had suffered casualties,
hence welcomed the ceasefire. It enabled them
to live to fight another day. Israel learnt its
lessons and attempted to implement them in
this campaign. Hezbollah had also brought
about changes and despite suffering a series
of setbacks, managed to force another
ceasefire.

In the present war, Israel eliminated
members of the Hezbollah's senior leadership
by target bombing and its unique ‘pager
bombs,’ taking out their middle level leaders.
Simultaneously, its air force bombed
Hezbollah's rocket storage depots as also
production facilities. However, these did little
to stop the launch of rockets. Hezbollah had
also learnt from 2006. In fact, days before the
ceasefire, it fired a barrage of over 250 rockets
into Israel.

Incursions into Lebanon have never been
very successful for Israeli forces, either in 2006
or even now. Despite heavy casualties, the
Hezbollah have always bounded back.
Casualties for Israel are difficult to replace,

especially when it continues to battle Hamas in
Gaza. Lebanese civilian casualties in targeted
airstrikes only benefit the Hezbollah as terrorist
groups gain supporters with innocent deaths.
Simultaneously, it impacts Israel’s global
standing.

Israel can now concentrate on Hamas, anti-
Israel groups in Syria as also in Yemen. Israel
is aware that the truce would enable Hezbollah
to rebuild its structure as also its military
power. It would ultimately have to engage with
it sometime in the future. That may not be
immediate, but will have to happen.Itis a matter
of time but has bought relief to citizens in both
countries.

ForIran, the main backer of Hamas and the
Hezbollah, it is essential that at least one of its
proxies remains secure for the future. It has
no choice but to sacrifice Hamas while saving
Hezbollah. For Iran, Hamas, Houthis and the
Hezbollah are buffers between it and Israel, its
sworn enemy. It cannot let all of them be
destroyed.

Simultaneously, Iran has opened
negotiations with The International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA), hoping to obtain sanction
relief. This ceasefire would benefit it alongside
its reproachment with its neighbours. Hence, it
gave its sanction for the ceasefire to the
Hezbollah chief, Naim Qaseem.

The Hezbollah also needs to recoup. Its
enmity with Israel continues. For it the ceasefire
is a pause as it rebuilds its capabilities,
manpower, structures and stockpiles of
munitions. While it has suffered casualties, it is
aware that it has not lost the war, maybe the
battle, and is preparing for the next phase.

In the ultimate analysis, both Israel and
Hezbollah know that this is not a permanent
peace agreement. For how long would it
continue is anybody’s guess. Currently, forces
on both sides as also the population is weary
of war. It is this weariness which may compel
both sides to maintain peace at least for the
near term.
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The three dangers that India faces

-Bharat Verma

Very few policy makers in India dare to
acknowledge the danger to the nation's territorial
integrity. The security and integrity of the nation
has become hostage to vote-bank politics.
Democracy and more than eight percent
economic growth will be of no avail if the country
as such withers away.

India is not only being frayed at its borders
by insurgencies, but its very writ in the heartland
is becoming increasingly questionable. The rise
of a nation is predicated upon unity, peace and
stability, which are essentially determined by
good governance.

The prevailing security scenario poses the
serious question -- Is India's development and
economic growth becoming unsustainable due
to poor handling of the security? There are three
dangers to the territorial integrity that bedevil
the nation.

Danger-1

New Delhi and the state capitals have almost
ceded the governmental control over 40 percent
of the Union's territory to the Naxalites. The
Naxals are aided and abetted by the crime mafia
that runs its operations in the same corridor from
Nepal to Andhra Pradesh, as well as Maoists of
Nepal who in turn receive covert support from
other powers engaged/interested in destabilising

India.

The nexus between the United Liberation Front
of Assam and Maoists in Nepal is well
established.

In a recent attack in Chhattisgarh, Maoists of
India and Nepal were co-participants. There are
also reports to suggest that Indian Maoists are
increasingly taking to opium cultivation in areas
under their control to finance their activities. The
Maoist-crime-drug nexus is rather explosive.

Danger-2

The security forces, primarily the Indian Army,
have held the state of Jammu and Kashmir
physically since Independence. The politicians and
the bureaucrats have contributed nothing to
resolve the situation. The danger has since
magnified many times as displayed by the
presence of thousands of supporters of the
Lashkar-e-Tayiba flying their flags in a recent rally
of dissidents.

Under the garb of peace overtures, heavily
armed infiltrators with tacit support from the
Pakistan military-intelligence establishment
continue to make inroads into Kashmir. They are
at present lying low, waiting for an opportune
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moment for vicious strikes on several fronts to
undermine the Indian Union. This ghost force
reared its head in a recent rally organised by
Syed Shah Geelani. Pakistan and its sympathisers
in India are working in a highly synchronised
fashion for demilitarisation of the valley.

Simultaneously, there is an insidious
campaign to malign the Indian Army on one
pretext or the other as part of the psywar being
waged by the ghost force under Islamabad's
directions.

After all the wars, export of terrorism,
inconsistent and weak policies by New Delhi,
Islamabad could not win Kashmir only because
the Indian Army held its ground. If the ghost force
succeeds in making locals rise against the army,
it will be an unprecedented achievement for
Islamabad.

The talk of demilitarisation and the campaign
to repeal Armed Forces Special Powers Act, are
therefore merely ploys that aim to achieve the
Kashmir objective even as the Pakistan
establishment expands its tentacles not only within
the valley but in other parts of India as well.

While the Pakistan dispensation talks of peace,
terrorist cells are proliferating in the country
including new frontiers in southern part of India.
Islamic fundamentalism/terrorism footprints, as
evidenced by the Bangalore-centered incidents,
are too glaring to be ignored.

Islamic terrorism in the garb of freedom
fighting in Kashmir is therefore de-stabilising the
entire country. Islamabad is determined to use
Kashmir as a gateway/launching pad to rest of
India.

Danger-3

Given a modicum of political will, Danger-I
and I may still be manageable, however, Danger
Il to its territorial integrity in the northeast may
prove to be the most difficult. In fact the entire
northeast can easily be unhooked on multiple
counts from the Union. First, these are low
populated areas having contiguity with the most
densely populated and demographically
aggressive country in the world, Bangladesh. The

country has also emerged as a major source of
Islamic fundamentalism which impacts grievously
on the northeast.

To add to these woes, New Delhi because of
sheer vote-bank politics legitimised illegal
migration for 22 years through the vehicle of
Illegal Migrants (determination by tribunals) Act,
1983. Many border districts now have a majority
population constituting illegal immigrants from
Bangladesh. In the near future, this leverage will
be used to create an internal upheaval against
the Centre as in the case of the valley.

It's a classic Islamic fundamentalist principle
of asymmetric warfare. What cannot be achieved
by conventional wars can be done through
infiltration and subsequently internal subversion.
They call it jihad!

Second, the northeast if not addressed
appropriately could unhook from the Union
before the valley given the acute vulnerability of
the Siliguri Corridor, which is merely 10 to 20
kilometres wide and 200 kilometres long. If this
critical corridor is choked or subverted or severed
by force, the Union of India will have to maintain
the northeast by air. With poor quality of
governance for which the country is infamous,
the local population may gravitate towards other
regional powers.

Third, with China's claim over Arunachal
Pradesh becoming more strident, as evidenced
by its recent stance on Tawang, the danger to
the Siliguri Corridor stands enhanced. This
corridor has been facing internal turmoil for many
years. The area may well be further subverted
by inimical regional powers.

Chinese intention to bargain for Tawang to
secure Tibet is deceptive. Subsequently, it would
covet entire Arunachal Pradesh to protect
Tawang. The Chinese are known for expanding
their areas of strategic interests with time unlike
the Indians who are in a tearing hurry to convert
the Siachen Glacier into a 'mountain of peace' or
the LoCinto a 'line of peace' or equating Pakistan
as an equal victim of terrorism.

Itis a matter of grave concern that New Delhi
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is so prone to issue statements without thinking
it through, as long as it appeases the adversary
even temporarily. Therefore, the northeast -- with
the internal turmoil in the Siliguri Corridor, with
low population surrounded by overpopulated
Bangladesh exporting Islamic terrorism under
tutelage of Islamabad, with China gaining
influence in Nepal and Bangladesh and its upping
the ante on Tawang -- the danger to the region
is grave.

Manipur is a stark indicator. The insurgents
have nearly weaned the state from the Indian
Union. The writ of the Indian Union has ceased
to operate; insurgents, compelling people to turn

to South Korean music and films, ban Hindi music
and films.

New Delhi continues to fiddle while the
northeast burns which in turn poses a grave
problem to the territorial integrity of the Union
of India. The world once again is getting polarised
into two camps after the end of the Cold War --
democracies and authoritarian regimes of all
hues, which includes Islamists, Communists, and
the Maoists. Their perspectives are totally
totalitarian. Therefore with China, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Myanmar, and Nepal (Maoists),
being neighbours, the danger to the Indian
territorial integrity stands enhanced.

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose - Early Life

He was born in Cuttack in
Odisha on 23rd January 1897 to
Janakinath Bose and Prabhavati
Devi. He was a bright child and
showed determination and
promise. His father was an eminent
lawyer and was given the Title Rai
Bahadur by the British. Subhash did
his schooling in his hometown.
After passing out from J
Ravenshaw-Collegiate-School, he |
joined the Presidency College
Calcutta. At the young age of 16,
he read books by Swami
Vivekananda and Ramkrishna
Paramhans. Their writings influenced him
profoundly. He completed his higher studies in
England at Cambridge University. He cleared the
civil service examination in England in 1920, but
in 1921 knowing about the Indian Nationalist
Movement, he dropped his candidacy and
returned to join the movement.

Netaji - Achievements, Works, and
Contributions

After returning to India, he joined the Non-
Cooperation Movement initiated by Mahatama
Gandhi against the British. During that period,
INC had become an influential non-violent

organization. While Subhash Bose
was working for the Non-
Cooperation Movement, Gandhiji
asked him to work with
Chittaranjan Das. He later became
Subhas Bose's political Guru.

Became commandant of the
Bengal Congress volunteers.

While working for the
Freedom Movement, he was
imprisoned several times.In 1927
when he was released from
prison, he started a newspaper,
swaraj.

Later he was appointed
General Secretary of the Congress party and
started working with Jawaharlal Nehru.

In 1938, he became the President of the Indian
National Congress. A planning committee was
formed under him. This committee prepared an
industrialization policy.

In 1939 all India forward block — a left-wing
Nationalist party under the tutelage of Subhash
Chandra Bose, became a faction of the Congress.
The forward block party aimed to bring together
all the radical members of the party.

He formed the Azad Hind Fauj, also referred

(Rest on page 35)

A= g=<

(29)

S99, 2025




Soft power may not be enough
Bangladesh ties

-Lt Gen Dushyant Singh

to resolve India-

Since Bangladesh'’s inception, India has
played a critical role in aiding its economic
and social development. However, the
recent political upheaval in Bangladesh has
jeopardized the hard-earned progress in
bilateral relations.

Bangladesh has been in the news over
the past few months for all the wrong
reasons. Initially, its developments primarily
had an internal impact, but since Md. Yunus &
assumed leadership of the country, the
situation has deteriorated further, with
significant repercussions on India-
Bangladesh relations. The Indian Foreign
Secretary visited Bangladesh to explore
possibilities for mending ties. However, the
chances of success post this visit appear slim,
given the anti-India stance of the Chief Advisor
of Bangladesh's caretaker government.

India has long strived to foster harmonious
relations with its neighbours, despite grappling
with significant internal and external challenges.
This commitment has been evident throughout
history, notably in India’s pivotal role in the
liberation of Bangladesh in 1971. The 1971 India-
Pak war not only dealt a comprehensive defeat
to Pakistan but also ensured the creation of
Bangladesh, a move that exemplified India’s
dedication to regional stability and justice.

Since Bangladesh's inception, India has played
a critical role in aiding its economic and social
development. Whether through supporting trade,
providing humanitarian assistance during the
pandemic, or resolving contentious issues like
boundary demarcation and river water sharing,
India has consistently gone beyond the call of
duty to assist its neighbours. This cooperative
stance underscores India’s vision of mutual growth
and prosperity in South Asia.

However, the recent political upheaval in
Bangladesh has jeopardized the hard-earned
progress in bilateral relations. The ouster of
Sheikh Hasina’s government in August 2023 and
the subsequent appointment of Nobel Laureate
Md Yunus as the head of the caretaker
government were initially seen as a potential
turning point. It was expected that Yunus would
stabilize the internal situation, restore peace, and
pave the way for free and fair elections. Instead,
his tenure has ushered in political chaos and
widespread unrest, threatening the very fabric
of Bangladesh's social and economic stability.

Under Yunus' leadership, extremist groups
such as Jamaat-e-Islami have been allowed to
operate freely, leading to alarming atrocities
against minorities, particularly Hindus. The Hindu
population in Bangladesh, which constituted about
33% at the time of Partition, has now dwindled
to a mere 7-8%. This decline is a direct result of
decades of targeted killings, discrimination, and
forced displacements, which have intensified in
recent months. Temples are being desecrated,
communities terrorized, and families driven to
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flee the country, all under the apparent
indifference of the current caretaker government.
Incidentally, this government’s mandate is to carry
out essential electoral reforms and hold elections
at the earliest. However, the way Yunus is giving
statements in the media this does not seem likely
in the near future. In addition to these human
rights violations, the government’s failure to
address pressing economic issues has further
destabilized the nation. Inflation is spiralling out
of control, and foreign exchange reserves have
plummeted to $18 billion, barely enough to
sustain trade for 14 months. Moreover, efforts
to erase the legacy of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
the founding father of Bangladesh, by removing
his images and monuments, reflect a disturbing
attempt to rewrite the country’s history and
undermine its foundational values.

The repercussions of this turmoil are being
felt far beyond Bangladesh’s borders, particularly
in India. The plight of the Hindus in Bangladesh
has sparked outrage in India, with demands for
immediate intervention. The deteriorating
situation also poses a significant security threat,
with the potential for a massive influx of refugees,
increased infiltration by terror groups backed by
Pakistan's ISI, and heightened Chinese influence
exploiting the instability in Myanmar and
Bangladesh. These developments could severely
impact the north eastern states of India, already
a sensitive region.

In light of these challenges, India’s response
will be crucial in shaping the future of its
relationship with Bangladesh and ensuring
regional stability. The visit of India’s Foreign
Secretary to Bangladesh offered an opportunity
to address these pressing issues diplomatically.
However, given Yunus' apparent disregard for
India’s concerns and his failure to take decisive
action, the prospects for meaningful progress
seem bleak.

Historically, India has refrained from employing
hard power in dealing with its neighbours, except
in cases involving its northern and western
frontiers. This restraint aligns with Chanakya'’s

principle of prioritizing non-military means to
achieve national objectives.

However, Chanakya also emphasized the use
of all available tools, including force if necessary,
to protect national interests. The current situation
in Bangladesh may warrant a shift from India’s
traditional approach, invoking Chanakya's
doctrine of sham (diplomacy), daam (economic
incentives), bhed (division), and dand
(punishment).

To address the crisis, India must adopt a
multifaceted strategy leveraging its diplomatic,
informational, military, and economic (DIME)
tools. Diplomatically, India should engage with
international partners to exert collective pressure
on the Yunus government to uphold human rights
and ensure minority protection. Economic
measures, including targeted sanctions and
conditional aid, could incentivize policy changes.
Simultaneously, India must strengthen border
security to prevent illegal infiltration and prepare
its military for potential contingencies.

The situation also demands a “whole-of-
nation” approach, involving not just the
government but also civil society, think tanks, and
the media, to build a unified response. India’s
leadership must clearly convey to Bangladesh that
continued instability and hostile actions will have
serious consequences. At the same time, India
should reaffirm its commitment to supporting a
stable and prosperous Bangladesh, emphasizing
the shared history and mutual benefits of
cooperation.

The stakes are high, and the path ahead is
fraught with challenges. Yet, India’s resolve to
safeguard its national interests and uphold its
values of justice and inclusivity must remain
unwavering. Whether through dialogue,
economic leverage, or, if necessary, decisive
action, India must ensure that the current crisis in
Bangladesh does not undermine the region’s
peace and stability. The time has come for India
to assert its role as a responsible regional power
and take the necessary steps to address this
critical situation by all possible means.
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Cousins at war’: Pakistan-Afghan ties
strained after cross-border attacks

Islamabad, Pakistan: Pakistan’s air
raids inside Afghanistan on Monday
amid rising tensions between the
neighbours have injected new
uncertainty into ties, say analysts.

The early morning attacks on
Monday from Pakistan, according to
a detailed statement by the Pakistani
foreign ministry, were aimed at &
hideouts of armed groups including i
the outlawed Tehreek-e-Taliban &
Pakistan (Pakistan Taliban, or TTP). =
Afghan officials said eight people in

-Abid Hussain

— fi i B i bl
all — five women and three children g

— were killed.

The official government statement said that
the "terrorists” pose a great threat to the country,
and alleged that “they have consistently used
Afghan territory to launch terror attacks inside
Pakistani territory.”

"Terrorist groups like TTP are a collective
threat to regional peace and security. We fully
realise the challenge Afghan authorities face in
combating the threat posed by TTP. Pakistan
would therefore continue to work towards finding
joint solutions in countering terrorism and to
prevent any terrorist organisation from
sabotaging bilateral relations with Afghanistan,”
the statement said.

The air raids came two days after a group of
suicide bombers targeted a Pakistani military
checkpost in its North Waziristan district, a border
area next to Afghanistan, killing at least seven
Pakistani soldiers.

The Afghan Taliban, who have ruled the country
since taking over in August 2021, reacted swiftly
to the Pakistani attacks, calling them “reckless”.
Hours after the air raids, the Afghan military fired
mortar shells on Pakistani military positions near
border districts, which left four civilians and three

soldiers injured.

Zabiullah Mujahid, the Taliban government
spokesperson, denied that foreign armed groups
are allowed to operate from Afghan soil. But he
conceded that parts of the border between
Pakistan and Afghanistan were hard to control.

“In this regard, we have made our utmost
effort and continue to do so; but one thing we
must accept is that Afghanistan shares a very
long border area with Pakistan, and there are
places with rugged terrain including mountains
and forests, and places that might be out of our
control,” Mujahid said in response.

Sami Yousafzai, a journalist and a longtime
observer of Pakistan-Afghanistan ties, described
the spat as a fight between two cousins.

“These two neighbours act like they are
cousins. They cannot leave each other, but they
cannot find a way to fix their relationship either.
And in all this fighting, it is impacting the public-
to-public relations between them,” he told Al
Jazeera.

For years, Pakistan was seen as a patron of
the Afghan Taliban, which first rose to power in
1996. It was believed to hold considerable sway
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on the Taliban leadership, whom it sheltered,
funded and shielded diplomatically.

Yet amid the United States's so-called "war
on terror”, the Pakistan Taliban emerged and
started waging a war against the state of Pakistan,
although the group was ideologically aligned with
the Afghan Taliban.

The Pakistani army conducted multiple
operations to eliminate the Pakistan Taliban, and
managed to push some of its leaders into
Afghanistan. After the Afghan Taliban returned
to Kabul in late 2021, Pakistan hoped to use its
historic influence over the new Afghan rulers to
contain the Pakistan Taliban.

Instead, attacks grew, and 2023 was among
the bloodiest years in recent Pakistani history,
with more than 650 attacks across the country,
killing nearly 1,000 people, mostly from law
enforcement agencies and the military. Most of
the attacks on security personnel were claimed
by the Pakistan Taliban, along with other relatively
lesser-known armed groups.

Over the years, Pakistan has blamed the
Pakistan Taliban for several attacks inside its
territory, killing thousands of people, including
the deadly attack on Army Public School in
Peshawar in 2014, which killed more than 130
students. More than 90 percent of the attacks in
2023 were carried out in the northwestern
province of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and the
southwestern province of Balochistan, both of
which border Afghanistan.

Syed Akhtar Ali Shah, a former police chiefin
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, said that such
regular attacks against security personnel affects
the motivation of the forces and Pakistan had
little option but to retaliate.

Shah also noted that Pakistan had the added
experience of a similar level of cross-border
action earlier in the year against Iran, which
perhaps emboldened the military.

In January this year, Iranian forces launched a
cross-border attack inside Pakistan, targeting
hideouts of an armed group that it claimed works
against the interest of state of Iran.

Within 24 hours, the Pakistani government
responded with attacks of its own inside Iran’s
Sestan-Baluchestan province, targeting what it
claimed was armed groups seeking protection
inlran.

After the tit-for-tat action, Pakistan and Iran
managed to calm those tensions, with the Iranian
foreign minister visiting Pakistan the same month.

Shah, the former police chief, believed that
Pakistan perhaps learned a lesson from that
incident and decided to show "muscle”. But he
also added a word of caution.

“When you take an aggressive stance like that,
it helps to have a dialogue from a position of
strength. But it could backfire, as well, and lead
to a dilemma for the country because the Afghan
government can retaliate,” he added.

Yousafzai said one way that the Afghan
government could show its ability to hit back was
by allowing the Pakistan Taliban a freer reign in
the border areas.

“There is a lot of resentment within Afghanistan
for what Pakistan did, and they are unhappy with
the situation so this could have consequences,”
he said.

Shah said Pakistan does have some leverage
on Afghanistan: Pakistan is landlocked
Afghanistan’s biggest trading partner. Pakistan
has also long hosted millions of Afghan refugees.
Many Afghans also travel to Pakistan to access
health facilities.

Last year, following the surge in violence,
Pakistan launched a drive to push Afghan refugees
living in the country back to Afghanistan, citing
security concerns.

The move was denounced, both domestically
and globally, but more than half a million Afghans
had been deported as of December 2023.

But if Pakistan uses any of those levers of
influence, itis likely to end up even more unpopular
in Afghanistan.

“There are strong anti-Pakistan sentiments in
Afghanistan, and vice versa, and all of this isn't
going to help in the long-term for either of the
two,” Yousafzai said.
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Afghan Tallban forces have targeted “several
points” in neighbouring Pakistan, Afghanistan’s
Ministry of Defense said, days after Pakistani
aircraft carried out aerial bombardments inside

the country.

The statement from the defence ministry on
Saturday did not directly specify that Pakistan was
hit, but said the attacks were conducted "beyond
the 'hypothetical line'" — an expression used by
Afghan authorities to refer to a border with
Pakistan that they have long disputed.

"Several points beyond the hypothetical line,
serving as centres and hideouts for malicious
elements and their supporters who organised
and coordinated attacks in Afghanistan, were
targeted in retaliation from the southeastern
direction of the country,” the ministry said.

Asked whether the statement referred to
Pakistan, ministry spokesman Enayatullah

Afghan Taliban hit ‘several points’
in Pakistan in retaliation for attacks

-Courtesy Hussain (Al-Jazeera)

i o

Khowarazmi said: "We do not consider it to be
the territory of Pakistan, therefore, we cannot
confirm the territory, but it was on the other side
of the hypothetical line.”

Afghanistan has for decades rejected the
border, known as the Durand Line, drawn by
British colonial authorities in the 19th century
through the mountainous and often lawless tribal
belt between what is now Afghanistan and
Pakistan.

No details of casualties or specific areas
targeted were provided. The Pakistani military’s
public relations wing and a spokesperson for
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs did notimmediately
respond to requests for comment.

Al Jazeera's Abid Hussain, reporting from
Islamabad on Saturday afternoon, said there had
been no official response from the Pakistani
authorities on the attacks.
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urity source told the AFP news agency that at
least one Pakistani paramilitary soldier was killed
and seven others wounded in cross-border
exchanges of fire with Afghan forces.

Sporadic clashes, including with heavy
weaponry, erupted overnight between border
forces on the frontier between Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province in Pakistan and Khost
province in Afghanistan, officials from both
countries said.

The incidents come after Afghanistan’s Taliban
authorities accused Pakistan of killing 46 people,
mainly women and children, in air strikes near
the border this week.

Islamabad said it had targeted hideouts of
fighters along the border, while Afghan authorities
warned on Wednesday they would retaliate.

The neighbours have a strained relationship,
with Pakistan saying that several attacks on its
territory have been launched from Afghan soil -
a charge the Afghan Taliban denies.

The Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) —which
shares a common ideology with its Afghan
counterparts — last week claimed a raid on an
army outpost near the border with Afghanistan,
which Pakistan said killed 16 soldiers.

“We desire good ties with them [Afghanistan]
but TTP should be stopped from killing our
innocent people,” Pakistan's Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif said in a cabinet address on
Friday.

“This is our red line.”

Al Jazeera's Hussain explained that Pakistan
had hoped for good relations with the Taliban
after the group’s 2021 takeover of Afghanistan—
and for attacks by TTP in Pakistan to be
controlled.

But the relationship has deteriorated amid the
uptick in violence.

Hussain said more than 950 Pakistanis,
including security personnel and civilians, have
been killed in 2024 alone.

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose... (remainder of page 29)

to as the Indian National Army.

After Japan occupied most South-East Asia
countries by defeating the British, the Indian
National Army was formed. Soldiers were
recruited from the prisoners of war liberated from
the clutches of the British. The aim of forming the
army was to liberate India from British rule.

In 1941 Subhash Chandra Bose escaped from
India and reached Germany. In 1943 he went to
Singapore and started recruiting the army

The Azad Hind Fauj contained about 45000
soldiers. It was comprised of Indian prisoners of
war and Indians who were settled in countries of
South-East Asia and had offered themselves to
fulfil the nation’s purpose.

Netaji hoisted the Indian Flag in Andaman,
which the Japanese had occupied.

In 1944, the Azad Hind Fauj also attacked the
North Eastern regions of India to win it back from
the British.

Indian women, too, participated actively in the
freedom struggle. There was a women's

regiment of Azad Hind Fauj that actively
participated in battles and attacks against the
British. Captain Lakshmi Swaminathan
commanded the regiment, and the all-women
regiment performed with valour under her.

Subhash Chandra Bose organised the Azad
Hind Fauj to oppose and fight the British and
liberate his country with support from Japan.
During this period, he also sought help from
Hitler and Mussolini. He also founded the Free
India Center in Berlin. He was attached to the
India special bureau, which broadcasted the
German-sponsored Azad Hind Radio.

Death of Subhash Chandra Bose

The unceasing endeavour of Subhash Bose
came to an end with his demise. Throughout his
life, he strived to free his motherland from the
shackles of slavery and sacrificed himself on the
altar of duty. He suffered third-degree burns in
a plane crash and died on 18th August 1945 ina
hospital in Taiwan.
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