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Advertisement Rate : Sainya Sandesh Patrika

No. | Size One Time Tariff | Annual Tariff Remarks

01 [ Seasonal Greetings | Rs. 800/=

02 |B/W half page Rs. 8000/= Rs 96,000/- (1x month complementary)

03 | B/W Full page Rs. 10,000/= Rs 1,20,000/- (1x month complementary)

04 | Colour Full page Rs. 14,000/= Rs 1,68,000/- (1x month complementary)
(inner page)

05 [Colour Full page Rs. 16,000/= Rs 1,92,000/- (1x month complementary)
(Rear page)
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Defeating the Diabolic Kashmir-Khalistan Plot

Lt Gen K J Singh

Pakistan has embarked on a questionable
endeavour, packaged as 'Azme-Ishteqgam’
(Resolve for Stability). Coping with a rogue
Pakistani Taliban, formally known as Tehreek-
e-Taliban- e-Pakistan (TTP), is a dream
turned-nightmare for the Pakistani army,
which is other wise known to misuse tanze
ems (used for terrorist organisations) as
strategic assets. It is a desperate measure to
retain relevance, placate a peeved China and
deflect attention from domestic chaos. The
last one is indeed ominous for us. In Inter-
Services Intelligence (ISI), career progression
is mainly a function of ability to foment
trouble across the Line of Control.
Consequently, the dreaded K-2 (Kashmir-
Khalistan) cell seems to be in an overdrive.
Multiple terrorist attacks south of Pir Panjal
and an at tempt to extend the arc of terrorism
to Kathua/Samba down to Gurdaspur are all
apparent manifestations of this mischievous
design. Pakista ni proxies are concurrently
scouting to ramp up activity north of Pir
Panjal.

Likely ISI Design

The possible aim is rade the current state
of normalcy and disrupt Indian plan to hold
J&K elections. This is accompanied by a he
ightened narrative to high light electoral
success of se paratist/radical candidates in
Baramulla in Valley, along with Khadoor

Sahib and Fa- ridkot in Punjab. The timing
seeks to unsettle the new govt that has lost
some traction due to reduced mandate and
the Shri Amarnath Yatra.

China would only be too pleased and
hope for reduced terrorist acts against CPEC.
It would also wish for India to divert focus
and resources from an unresolved stand off
on the Line of Actual Control (LAC). It is
relevant to reiterate that the vacuum created
by pulling out of Rashtriya Rifles (RR)
formations and Central Armed Police Forces
(CAPFs) not being able to sta bilise the grid,
have been exploited by terrorists.

Mitigating strategy: Punjab

The first caution is to notto T fall into the
ISI trap of conflating two problems in
separate regions and with unique
dimensions, making it appear as a mega
collapse. The problem in Punjab can be
nipped in the bud even before it finds
traction. It would also be pragmatic to
prevent amp elections. to deg lification of
separatist narra- tive as the success of
candida tes in isolated pockets doesn't reflect
widespread angst.

In Punjab, results can be attributed to
anti-incumben cy, scepticism and even a
'Robin Hood' syndrome. Punja bis are known
to take up cud gels for all and sundry, at the
slightest provocation. Stereotyping all
Punjabis as Khalistanis is most avoidable.
There is a dominant perception that central
agencies are engaged in fomenting trouble.
While separatism has to be condemned, why
should natio-nalist, sociocultural
organisations celebrate the death anniversary
of Shabheg Singh of Blue Star notoriety? In
this, they could even misread success in
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Faridkot, as complementary to this narrative.
It would have been appropriate if all
nationalist parties had demonstrated their
genuine commitment and withdrawn their
candidates to pose a combined challenge,
especially when ground reports indicated a
surge in favour of these two candidates.
While Punjab has a reputation for
contrarian ethos, central and state govern
ments need to forge a consensus on border
management and combating Pakistani de
signs. An immediate and tho rough audit of
police deploy ment is recommended. Asar
my commander, I had flagged the tendency
of posting state service officers in border dis
tricts. They were not only complicit, but also
in league with local mafias. We cannot afford
a repeat of SSP Salwinder, who not only
ignored the mansion of drug-running taxi
driver Ikagar but was al so roaming in border
with a diamond trader. Bamyal, where
Pathankot terrorists commandeered
Salwinder with his associates, is again in news.
It is heartening that villa gers of Arnia
(Samba) once again sensitised security forces
about the presence of ter rorists. They are a
critical link to the anti infiltration grid, which
needs periodic review. As the nation upgra
des its connectivity grid, it will be appropriate
if salien ce and vulnerability of Pat hankot-
Kathua-Samba-Jam- mu link, which is in
show window, is reduced by buil ding
redundancy through rail-road link, along
Dhar-Ran- jit Sagar-Udhampur axis.
Conflict Resolution: J&K
My friends in the Valley, while agreeing
that all leaders had feathered their nests, are
stridently in demand for the return of 'jamu
hariyat' (democracy). They accept that under
central ru le, things have improved sig
nificantly but yearning for self-governance
is all perva sive. The desire to craft the king's

party and place them at the helm through
manipulation is likely to be counter
productive in the long run. It will be a repeat
of similar mistakes of fixed elections. Let us
trust the 'awam’ (peo- ple) and hold free and
fair A bold and large hearted move to restore
state hood may turn the tide of public opinion
on both sides of the LoC.

It is fairly apparent that the security grid
needs reori entation and reinforcements. It
is learnt that additional forces to guard the
yatra have be en inducted. It may be worth
while to induct one/two Assam Rifles sectors,
as they ha ve enviable track-record during
their previous deploy- ment in J&K. It is
learnt that CRPF is beingsanctionedasa
specialised mountain batta lion. It is high time
that they upgrade themselves and take up
mandated primary tasks. More importantly,
become accountable for the same.

The Way Ahead

Itis appropriate to recount Isappropriate
to reco told GOC 4 Corps, in response to his
plan to eliminate alllea- ders of ultra groups.
He re- portedly advised him to spare a few
sensible ones for conflict resolution.
Mainstreaming of rebels is an essential
imperative. We can recount the transition of
Laldenga from rebel to Mizoram CM and
Subash Ghising in Gorkhaland.

In border states, competi tive centrifugal
tendencies exist amongst parties, reflec ting
local aspirations is natural. Regional parties,
though high in rhetoric which panders to
their vote bank, have utility as a buffer
against ex- tremist parties. Instead of re-
gional party-mukt (free) polity, we need
responsible ones. Conflict resolution requires
a patient and a well-thought- out action plan
orchestrated by genuinely neutral domain
experts, supported by re sponsive
administration.
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Maj Gen (Dr) Ashok Kumar (Veteran)

30 June 2024. The world space may have
multiple connotations but the space in all
manifestations is moving more intensely for
the military use. In that, it is the ‘outer space’
which is gaining special significance. This is
normally the region beyond 100 km from
Earth's surface for understanding the Earth'’s
outer space where the present era of contest
is building up with every passing day. It is also
expanding its scope beyond the Earth's outer
space with scientific
revolution taking place
at a fast space.
have probably known {e
about these issues jls
close to 1000 BCE, the
modern discovery is
just about a hundred-
year-old when first
meaningful observations were made though
the presence of such a vacuum between Earth
and Moon came to the fore sometime in 17th
Century. At this juncture, it is not important to
focus on the ancient historical background but
the way the outer space -now termed as space
is being used by the majority of the nations.

It all started at the closing moments of the

Space Force Dynamics: Shaping the
future of military operations

Second World War when USA detonated two
nuclear bombs in Hiroshima and Nagasaki in
Japan. There is a strong theory gaining ground
that USA probably did this to establish its
supremacy in the post-World War 2 era as the
war was coming to an end even without this
action. USA was all set for the launch of final
ground offensive from the island of Okinawa
and backdoor negotiations had started
between then USSR and Japan to give Japan
an honourable exit. The rush thereafter followed
to split Germany into West Germany and East
Germany with former adopting democracy
while latter adopted Communism. Both USA
and USSR then poached German Engineers as
they were best in the world at that time
especially in the Rocket Technology. Since
Rocket technology is the most crucial for transit

or placing of anything

‘and everything in the
== space, a close space race
‘ # began between the two

super powers.

- With the advent of
g technology, the space
W started being utilized
initially more focused on
civil use purposes
gravitating towards the dual use profile and
now its weight has started shifting towards
military use. In real sense, the basic thought of
peaceful use of outer space already stands
compromised.

The mankind has started exploring the outer
space using multiple means like observation
though powerful telescope and launch of
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satellites with Soviets launching Sputnikl on
04 Oct 1957. These kinds of efforts got
repeated heating up space race between the
two superpowers.

This was all changed when first human
travel was made possible wherein Yuri Gagrin,
a Soviet cosmonaut orbited the Earth on 12
Apr1961. And of course, all the leads of Soviets
were negated when USA succeeded in landing
Neil Armstrong on moon in 1969.

To ensure some sanity amongst the
nations, the Outer Space Treaty came into
operation in Oct 1967. Its tenets highlighted
that the space belonged to entire mankind,
does not recognize the sovereignty of individual
nations as prevalent on the Earth and
prohibited placing of nuclear weapons/
weapons of mass destruction. Somehow, the
provision of using it for the military use got
left out which is being exploited even by the
signatory countries. Space is emerging as one
of the most contested frontiers wherein close
to 100 countries are using the space actively
by having satellites, conducting space
research and alike. In fact, more than 70
countries have their own space agencies and
the Nos will grow only. Not only this, there
are more than 6500 operational satellites in
addition to 3000 nonfunctional satellites and
rocket bodies.

The initial focus of the countries was about
knowing the celestial bodies, study Earth and
use this for gaining knowledge & exploration
but since all resources placed in the outer space
needed a rocket to do that and rockets were
primarily used for war fighting so slowly and
steadily the outer space was readied / used for
the military use. Some of the examples include:

Mapping of own country, adversaries and
other countries of interest. Development of

capability to get Geo-data even of the areas
not mapped earlier in real time-frame.

Satellite imagery to notice the changes
related to infrastructure Development and
movement of forces and resources.

Provide satellite inputs on payment or
otherwise to friendly countries. With
participation of increasing private sector
entities, the national barriers are also
diminishing.

Movement of Long-Range Missiles, ICBMS
and hyper sonic weapons against the adversary.

Development of Anti-satellite (ASAT)
weapons to disrupt the satellites of the target
countries.

Increased space habitation and countering
those of adversaries.

Undermine effectiveness of space-based
assets of adversaries.

Satellite guidance of out of sight missions
be it for the UAVs/ Drones etc.

Use debris intentionally or unintentionally
for neutralizing the efforts of the resources of
the adversaries.

Realistically speaking, the era of space wars
has already begun with countries positioning
themselves favourably. Its full physical
manifestation will unfold in times to come. It
is important to look at Indian needs in this
segment to look at whether Defence Space
Agency is going to meet our requirements or
will we need a Space Force on lines of USA.
The Space industries will also need to focus
on those areas where there is a definite need
to look at Niche technologies which can meet
our gaps/ concerns related to the Indian
Defence Forces whether these be in the
underwater domain or elsewhere. A closer
partnership and re-energised eco system are
the need of the hour.
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Shivansh Singh
(Research Associate)

The longstanding border dispute between
India and China is not merely a geopolitical
conflict but a pivotal challenge with far-reaching
implications for regional stability and security.
India’s response to China's assertive
infrastructure development along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) has become central to its
national security strategy. In recent years India
has significantly upgraded , - TR
its border infrastructure to
bolster territorial integrity ©
and counterbalance
Chinese ambitions. This
includes improving road
networks, constructing
strategic tunnels, and SRS ;
enhancing air mfrastructure These
developments aim not only to meet military
needs but also to foster regional development.

Simultaneously, China has also expanded its
infrastructure along the LAC, intensifying
tensions and prompting military standoffs. The
strategic importance of these developments is
underscored by their role in shaping the ongoing
territorial disputes and broader geopolitical
dynamicsin the region. As both nations continue
to strengthen their positions, the LAC remains
a focal point of competition, necessitating
ongoing infrastructure enhancements to
maintain security and deter conflict.

FIGHTING THE DRAGON: INDIA'S BORDER
INFRASTRUCTURE WAR WITH CHINA

Road Infrastructure Expansion

India has embarked on an extensive road-
building campaign near the LAC. These roads
are pivotal for improving connectivity and
logistics, allowing rapid mobilisation of troops
and equipment. Key projects include the black-
topped road on the north bank of Pangong
Tso towards Finger 4 and the Sela Tunnel Road
project, which will be the world's longest bi-lane
tunnel above 13,000 feet.

The Border Roads Organisation (BRO) has
seen a significant rise in its capital budget over
recent years. In the fiscal year 2023-24, the
budget increased to 75,000 crore, marking a 43%
rise from the 73,500 crore allocated in 2022-
23. For 2024-25, the budget saw a substantial
increment, reaching 76,500 crore.

The BRO has executed
| 90 infrastructure projects
& 3y otaling Rs 2,941 crore
_ across 11 states and Union
Territories to address the
border infrastructure gap
with China. These include

- TS 36 projects in Arunachal
Pradesh, 26 in Ladakh, and 11 in Jammu and
Kashmir. This follows 103 projects completed in
2022 (Rs 2,900 crore) and 102 in 2021 (over Rs
2,200 crore).

In the past three years, the BRO has
completed 330 projects costing 78,737 crore,
significantly enhancing the strategic mobility of
the Indian armed forces along the LAC.

The development of these roads is crucial
for strategic access and operational readiness.
For instance, the 130 km Sasoma-Saser La-
Brangsa-Gapshan-Daulat Beg Oldi (DBO) Road
in Eastern Ladakh provides an alternative route
to India’s northernmost military base.
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Additionally, the 62,214 km of roads, 1,005
bridges, seven tunnels and 21 airfields
constructed by the BRO since its inception
highlight India's commitment to infrastructure
enhancement along its borders. Despite the
progress, challenges such as difficult terrain,
weather conditions, and remote locations
continue to impede construction efforts. The BRO
is set to begin construction on the 4.10-km-
long Shinkun La Tunnel, which, upon
completion, will be the world's highest tunnel
at an elevation of 15,800 ft, surpassing the
15,590 ft Mila Tunnel in China. India is also
progressing on a 298-km all-weather road from
Manali to Western Ladakh and Zanskar, with
65 percent of the construction complete and
expected to open by 2026.

Air Infrastructure Developments

In contemporary military strategy, the
development of air power-related infrastructure
is essential for ensuring defence capabilities and
maintaining deterrence in strategically significant
regions.India’s air infrastructure upgrades near
the LAC have been substantial, particularly after
key incidents like Doklam and Galwan. These
upgrades leverage India’s advantageous
topography to maintain a strategic edge in the
air domain. The construction of a second runway
at the Leh airbase and upgrades to forward
airbases like Daulat Beg Oldi and Fukche are
notable developments. India is expected to
complete a 2.7-km runway at the Nyoma
airbase in Ladakh by October 2024. This project,
noted as one of the most critical near the
disputed border with China, will significantly
enhance India’s border infrastructure
capabilities, according to BRO chief Lieutenant
General Raghu Srinivasan.

These enhancements allow for better support
of air operations and rapid deployment
capabilities. India has also focused on extending
its airfields to accommodate advanced fighter
jets, UAVs, and reconnaissance aircraft. However,

China’s parallel development of airfields and
deployment of additional fighters and drones
presents a competitive challenge. China's
airfields, such as Kashgar, Hotan, Ngari Gunsa,
and others, enhance the PLA’s (People’s
Liberation Army) ability to project air power
along the LAC.

Rail Connectivity and Tunnels

Rail infrastructure complements road and air
networks, offering efficiency that is vital to military
logistics. But rail connectivity remains a relatively
underdeveloped aspect of India's infrastructure
along the LAC compared to China. However,
plans are underway to improve rail links to
bolster logistical capabilities. In addition to rail
improvements, India has focused on
constructing strategic tunnels to enhance all-
weather connectivity and reduce transit times.

Key tunnel projects include the Sela Tunnel
in Arunachal Pradesh and the Shinkun La tunnel
in Ladakh. The Shinkun La tunnel holds
significant strategic importance for the military
due to security considerations vis-a-vis threats
from China and Pakistan. Its enhanced security
profile surpasses that of the Srinagar-Drass-
Kaksar-Kargil highway near the Line of Control
(LOC) and the Manali Upshi-Leh highway near
the Line of Actual Control (LAC). The Sela Tunnel,
in particular, provides all-weather access to the
Tawang region, crucial for military logistics and
rapid troop deployment. These tunnels mitigate
the effects of harsh weather and improve the
mobility of troops and equipment.

Vibrant Villages Programme

India’s Vibrant Villages Programme aims to
comprehensively develop border villages to
improve the quality of life for residents and
enhance regional stability. This initiative involves
constructing roads, bridges, and essential
infrastructure in remote border areas, fostering
economic development, and strengthening local
communities.

The programme’s focus on providing
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amenities and infrastructure in these villages also
has strategic implications. By improving living
conditions and connectivity, India can reinforce
its presence in border regions, reducing the
incentive for out-migration and strengthening
national security.

China’s Infrastructure Build-Up

Despite India’s advancements, China
continues to expand its infrastructure along the
LAC. Over the past four years, China has
constructed roads, bridges, and tunnels to
enhance last-mile connectivity to its forward
positions. The completion of a road from
Samzungling to the Galwan Valley exemplifies
China's efforts to shorten troop mobilization
routes.

China's infrastructure development includes
constructing new bunkers, camps, underground
shelters, artillery positions, radar sites, and
ammunition dumps. The PLA has also improved
its air combat capabilities by deploying additional
fighters, drones and air defence systems. China’s
dual use 'Xiaokang' border villages further
reinforce its positions and territorial claims.

Military and Logistical Support

India has also taken steps to improve living
conditions and logistical support for its troops
deployed along the LAC. Upgraded living
facilities, including modern habitats with water,
electricity, and heating, have been established
in regions like Eastern Ladakh. The introduction
of solar-heated, insulated Ladakhi shelters and
the procurement of high-altitude winter clothing
highlight India’s commitment to troop welfare.

Additionally, India has commissioned
specialized insulated bunkers capable of
withstanding extreme temperatures, ensuring
that troops remain operational even in harsh
winter conditions. These bunkers are constructed
to house at least 120 troops. These measures
are crucial for maintaining a robust military
presence in the region and ensuring that troops
are well-prepared for extended deployments.

Comparative Analysis: India vs. China

In  comparing the infrastructure
developments of India and China along the LAC,
several key points emerge. China maintains a
lead in terms of the scale and rapidity of its
infrastructure build-up. China’s extensive road
networks, airfields, and dual-use villages allow
for swift mobilisation and logjistical support for
its forces.

However, India’s strategic tunnel projects,
airfield upgrades, and road networks provide
significant enhancements to its border
infrastructure. India’s efforts to match China's
capabilities are evident in its rapid infrastructure
development and military deployments. While
China retains a numerical advantage in terms
of infrastructure, India's focus on quality and
strategic positioning provides a counterbalance.

Conclusion

India’s infrastructure development along the
LAC reflects a strategic shift towards enhancing
military capabilities and regional development.
The expansion of road networks, air
infrastructure, and strategic tunnels underscores
India’s commitment to improving connectivity
and logistical support in border areas. Despite
facing challenges such as difficult terrain and
harsh weather, India has made significant strides
in infrastructure development, providing a
counterbalance to China’s extensive build-up
along the LAC.

China's relentless infrastructure expansion poses
ongoing challenges for India, necessitating
continuous efforts to match and counter China’s
capabilities. However, India's comprehensive
approach, including the Vibrant Villages
Programme and the focus on improving living
conditions for troops, highlights a balanced
strategy that addresses both security and
developmental needs. As India continues to
strengthen its border infrastructure, the strategic
dynamics along the LAC will remain a critical aspect
of its defence and regional development policies
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Why Should Be India Considering The
F-35 Fighter Jets

i
Cdr Sandeep Dhawan (Retd)

Hours before the US Defence Secretary
Robert M. Gates's visit to Beijing in January
2011 aimed at improving defence ties, China's
military conducted a test flight of a new stealth
fighter jet. PE—
Surprisingly, Gates|
wasn't aware of the
usual Chinese
military’s show of
strength gimmick
during any important
meeting. He enquired
with President Hu
Jintao, if this was due
to his visit. But Hu
Jintao kept a poker
face, feigning any awareness.

The semi-stealth fighter in question was
J-20. It's the same fighter that has a
geometrical resemblance to the long-defunct
Russian MiG 1.44 program. But J-20's closer
inspection reveals the incorporation of
Lockheed Martin's F-22 and F-35 features.
All thanks to Chinese businessman Su Bin, who
stole thousands of Lockheed Martin files and
supplied them to the Chinese military. He got
away with just 46 months of jail term, making
the Chinese military take a giant technological
leap.

However, neither Su Bin’s hacking
techniques nor Lockheed Martin's lack of

i

safeguarding its data is any of India’s concerns.
India in general and the Indian Air Force (IAF)
in particular are concerned because the same
fighters are now getting deployed at
Shigatse’s dual-use airport in Tibet, just 150
km from the Indian state of Sikkim. China is
also making a pitch for the Pakistani Air Force
to acquire an unproven F-35 clone, the J-31
fighter jet.

People’s Liberation Army Air Force (PLAAF)
currently has over 200 J-20s in service. But
with a 100-per-year production capacity, they

ﬂwould add another
800 J-20s to their
fleet in the next eight
years. That means by
2032 the number of
J-20 squadrons
would alone be over
45 with a fleet size of
1000. A number
greater than all the
fighters in the IAF's
inventory.

The Number Game

With the planned 75,300 crore, 50 years
life upgrade, the IAF will be able to extend the
life of 61 MiG-29UPG until 2035. One must
remember that the MiG-29’s first life
extension from 25 to 40 years was undertaken
in the mid-2000s. On the other hand, with
the 13-year-long ongoing upgrade and the
purchase of 12 used Mirage-2000s from
Qatar, the IAF may achieve 47 serviceable
Mirage-2000s lasting till the late 2030s.
However, the serviceability rate of these
vintage aircraft has always been a concern.

The IAF also has six SEPECAT Jaguar
squadrons. Out of 140 aircraft acquired
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starting from 1979, only 117 are left in the
inventory and struggling to maintain the
serviceability rate. To tide over the situation
India bought 31 decommissioned airframes,
engines, and spare parts in 2018.In the same
year, HAL started an upgrade of various
weapon, navigation, and avionics suites.
Currently, the IAF is seeking nine more used
Jaguars from the Royal Air Force (RAF). The
whole game plan is to extend the life of 117
Jaguars beyond 2035.

Presently, there are 15 Su-30MKI (as
reported by Janes), 6 Jaguars, 2 MiG-21 Bison,
3 Mirage-2000, 3 MiG-29UPG, 2 Rafale, and
2 Light Combat Aircraft Tejas Mk1 squadrons
in the IAF. This takes the number of fighter
squadrons in the IAF to 33. But one must
keep in mind that Su-30MKI squadron
numbers have been bolstered from 12 to 15
using the same pool of 263 fighters.

The squadron number had bottomed out
at 29 in 2020. In 2025 the remaining two
MiG-21 Bison squadrons with 40 odd aircraft
will be numberplated, taking the squadron
strength back to 31. The additional 21 MiG-
29UPG and 12 Su-30MKI orders the
government of India announced in 2020
would have arrested that slide. However, the
government eventually cleared only 12 Su-
30MKI in September 2023.

The Timeline

The Tejas program has given the IAF some
breathing space. The IAF had ordered 40
indigenous Tejas Mk-1 fighter jets and taken
deliveries of 34. The IAF also ordered 83
advanced Tejas Mk-1A. An additional order
of 97 Tejas Mk-1A is pending with the Cabinet
Committee on Security (CCS) for approval.
The deliveries of Mk-1A are likely to
commence by July 2024.

At the production rate of 24 aircraft per
year, Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) is
likely to complete the deliveries of 83 fighters

by the end of 2028. The additional 97 fighters,
if approved before 2028, would take another
four years for the deliveries, i.e. 2032. The
impressive 180 Tejas Mk-1A numbers would
form an additional 10 fighter squadrons,
reducing the squadron shortfall drastically. All
these calculations would work out provided
the HAL keeps up its promise of 24 deliveries
per year.

Tejas Mk-2 was scheduled to make a
rollout in 2023, however, it has been pushed
forward to 2026. There are several reasons
for the delay, however mainly it is due to an
increase in the indigenous components from
65% to 80%. The first flight is expected to take
to the skies by 2028 and production to start
by 2030. At present the order book stands at
108 Mk-2s, however, the government of India
has indicated that the numbers may be
bumped up to 200.

India’s 715,000 crore 5+ Gen Advanced
Medium Combat Aircraft (AMCA) stealth
fighter jet program was cleared by CCS in
March 2024. The first flight is likely to be by
early 2029 and production by 2034-35. The
IAF is likely to acquire a total of seven AMCA
squadrons — two AMCA Mk1 and five AMCA
Mk2.

The Acquisition Plan

Keeping in mind the depleted strength of
the fighter squadrons, the IAF floated a
Request for Information (RFI) in 2004 for the
purchase of 126, 4.5 Gen, Medium Multi-Role
Combat Aircraft (MMRCA). The whole
proposal remained on paper for a decade.
Finally, the RFI was scrapped in April 2015
when the government informed that they
intended to buy 36 Rafale fighter jets from
France in fly-away condition. In 2018 the
MMRCA appeared in a new avatar of Multi
Role Fighter Aircraft (MRFA). This time the
fighter numbers were pitched at 114. Eight
Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEM) are
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in the fray.

The government of India has learned from
the mistakes of acquiring Mirage-2000 and
Rafale fighter jets in fly-away condition. In the
latest move, the Indian government has made
a policy switch. Now the 114 MRFA deal would
be only with a vendor who is ready to set up
the manufacturing facility for the entire aircraft
in India. The manufacturing would be in a joint
venture with a local partner along with a
complete technology transfer. An
announcement in this regard should be made
soon.

India’s Gen 5+ Stealth Dream

From the foregoing, it is amply clear that
India’s 5th Gen aircraft and stealth fighter
dream would not fructify for over a decade,
even if all the timelines were met.

Off late a marketing blitz has come to light.
Several articles have appeared in the Western
media about how and why India should buy
Lockheed Martin's F-21 or McDonnell
Douglas’s F-15EX. There are a few articles also
appealing to the US administration to sell F-
35 stealth fighters to India. The US has barred
the countries possessing the Russian S-400
missile defence system from procuring F-35.
This includes India and Turkey.

While the F-21 is based on the mid-1970s
design of the F-16, the first F-15 was built in
1972. Both aircraft are very capable, however,
these requirements could be met by the
ongoing Tejas Mk-2 program and Su-30MKL
Therefore, India should not consider any US
fighter other than the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter.

Arecent statement by the Indian Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh is noteworthy. While
commenting on China'’s third aircraft carrier
he stated that India would soon commence
building its third aircraft carrier and plans are
afoot to make five or six aircraft carriers. This
is a very interesting statement. Was he hinting
atJapan’s Kaga helicopter carrier type of ships

along with F-35B Lightning II short take-off
and vertical landing (STOVL) fighters? Japan
has recently converted a helicopter carrier
Kaga into an aircraft carrier. Kaga's sister ship
Izumo would also be ready in the new role by
2027.

Interestingly, Japan has 42 F-35Bs on
order for this purpose. Since India has decided
to have a local manufacturing of MRFA. If the
US allows India to manufacture F-35s
domestically, it would be a big boost to the
F-35 program. It could also bring the cost of
the F-35 production and operations down.

The IAF cannot wait for a decade to have
5th-Gen stealth fighters in its inventory when
the enemy is lurking at the border. By the
time the IAF gets Tejas Mk-2 or AMCA, China
would have stolen 6th-Gen fighter designs
like — NGAD, Tempest, or FCAS, reverse-
engineered and mass-produced them.

The Win-Win Proposition

An F-35 production line in India could be
a far-fetched but worthwhile idea. The United
Arab Emirates (UAE) cancelled order of fifty
F-35 order in 2021. India could look at
acquiring similar numbers as part of MRFA.
This would enhance the IAF capabilities while
safeguarding India from the usual American
threat of sanctions.

The F-35 production is severely affected
due to the pending Technology Refresh 3 (TR-
3) upgrade. India’s trained and huge talent
pool would come in very handy in resolving
present and future issues. The local production
would also facilitate the localization of spares
and components, F135 engine labor issues,
as well as provide services to other regional
operators. Last but not least even a partial
technology transfer would be a great learning
experience for India’s future fighter jet
programs. This proposition is a win-win for
both India and the USA and is worthy of
serious thought.
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Inauguration of Captain Manoj
Kumar Pandey PVC (P) Stadium
Marks 25 Years of Kargil Victory

In a tribute to the heroes of Operation

OIim <& Vijay, a new multipurpose stadium was in-
‘1 augurated at Garkhone in the Kargil district
@ | of Ladakh. The stadium is named after Cap-
 tain Manoj Kumar Pandey, PVC (Posthu-
mous) who was awarded the Param Vir

The General Officer Commanding of the
Fire and Fury Corps presided over the cer-
emony, dedicating the stadium to the com-
munity members of Aryan Valley and the bravehearts of Operation Vijay.

This development is part of the guas
25th anniversary celebrations of faes

Kargil Vijay, also known as
#KVDRajatJayanti, honoring the
sacrifices and valor of the soldiers
who fought in the 1999 conflict.
The Captain Manoj Kumar
Pandey PVC (P) Stadium aims to
provide a space for sports and com-
munity events, fostering unity and

a spirit of resilience among the resi-
dents.

The establishment of the stadium not only commemorates the historical significance of
Kargil Vijay but also serves as a lasting monument to the courage and dedication of the
Indian Armed Forces.

It stands as a reminder of the heroism that continues to inspire future generations in
Ladakh and across the nation.
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F-No- 17/4/2021-P&PW(Coord.)-7648
Government of India
Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions
Department of Pension and Pensioners' Welfare

3 Floor, Loknayak Bhawan,
Khan Market, New Delhi,
24t June, 2024

FE®E A9

fas3: 100 Days Action Plan of DOPPW- Special Campaign for

timely and qualitative redressal of Family Pensioners'
Grievances during the period July 1-31, 2024-reg.

Department of Pension and Pensioners' Welfare (DoPPW) is
mandated to ensure welfare of pensioners, especially Family
Pensioners, out of which a major segment is constituted by women
pensioners. Presently, Family Pension grievance cases account for
about 20-25% of the total receipt of grievances on CPENGRAMS Portal.

2. As a part of the Government’s 100 days Action Plan, DOPPW
will launch a Special Campaign for timely redressal of Family Pension
cases, pending on the CPENGRAMS portal from 01® July, 2024 to 31%
July, 2024 in mission mode approach. This initiative will be
conducted across all Central Ministries/ Departments and their
attached /subordinate offices. The guidelines for the successful
execution of the campaign are outlined as under:

i. DoPPW will share the list of pending Family Pension grievance
cases, as on 15.06.2024, on CPENGRAMS Portal with the
Ministries/Departments for redressal in the campaign.

ii. The Ministries/Departments shall nominate Nodal PG officers
well versed with the Pension rules/procedures for qualitative
and expeditious redressal of Family Pension grievances.

iii. DOPPW will oversee the implementation of the campaign and
provide necessary assistance on rule position and procedure
as deemed for support to Minisiries/Departments. For further
information, Ministries/Departments may contact Dr. Pramod
Kumar, Director, DOPPW, Telephone no.-011-24654734, E-
mail: pramod.kumar79@gov.in.
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iv.  The prime objective of the campaign is to provide qualitative
redressal of the Family Pensioners’' grievances. Hence,
grievances should be closed on CPGRAMS Portal, only after
conclusive redressal.

i The Action Taken Report (ATR) may be updated on the
CPGRAMS Portal latest by 05.08.2024. The relevant
order/document including PPO/letter/e-mail is also to be
uploaded along with the ATR.

vi. Success stories/Best practices may be widely disseminated
by the concerned Ministry/Department through PIB/tweet and
copy endorsed to this Department. The hashtag of the
campaign is #SpecialCampaignFamilyPension.

4. All the Ministries/Departments are requested to adopt the
above guidelines for successful implementation of the campaign.

s

(V.Srinivas)

Secretary to the Government of India

To,
Secretaries of the Ministries/ Departments

Chairperson/DG of the Organizations.
(As per list enclosed)
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fafaferar (Social Activities)

RIE (<ol — 9. . T, 9’E

RIS AR gd Afep Far yRye STAYR Uid 7 AT 149 BT AT g W] § g fbar |
BT SP1S Bs aul I MR ol TAT $HS AlhT I Td HER TN GG D STaLIhl]
ol | €9 <1 Ugel SH&IAT HAISTdh BaiaR NG Rig & 3far UR 9o ol [ H 7 ¢ dawd
SRS Y S9e TR el H fadarig ufedTd whel H g%l 96 & uigl 9 ¢ Waw Siks 1Y |
S oDl H TR BHER TgHIel o PHIh] ScAleaed Iqaed ST [y Y Fawii 3 S &
IR B3T Td gep1s YU IRE WAfshd S | T3l HERId HHSY a7ar] oflel *1 ¢ HawT Dl A3
D eI AT FERAT DI SFbRI &l | EH B 3 Fad Al ST A@rad, SR Hid Ao,
9aT g =R, Wid |73 Afea, HFO gi& RIS Ja3l HINTEdel aelaR =4 fher gRar, e
SHIS JAETe -1 WRIEI1Y TN b |

TSI (TORTA)

IR g8IgR Tlgl Bles AR T AFGT Sl Bl S6! oI W A—Al qeTs, 3!
U IR ORI TSIGRT 7 IS HAT AToiC ARNBHAR TGS, Hael feTel ol.dbricl SR
HeHATOT, T3 AR IUTEdel AIoie [&1eMTS gcd, JaeT U HeMA Aroic AIaaRaR 3, gelax]
D HEMHA AIoIC DTS e, TSIaRT DIedel o Seef AT IR M8 3R A FaATER SIG
TRRIAT SIRT ATGITYOT hRd §U Aglofiel &1 37 |

A AFDHE AR AT & Teblol el o foTe 31Yd -Iged # WIRd o &+ 1971 H 8¢
ARI—UTheT g ¥ a5 o fobar o e URUmRaey qRETQT 6T ST 83Tl oI | XIS
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IR UTfebet= & |1y gU <AIH1 ggi H Al AT fordn o7 | 997eh SRe S8 WR A AY G8IgR Hedhr
g o |

sl (SU)

=1 18 S 2024 GaT 8 Tol, RIS ARAIY Y4 Al+Ieh HaT yRyg SIRAT & el H ATe
& URTRIBINGT Ud A §RT 3FR LG IR HERF! eddls & diofald [Gad & U fawR
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e &1 A9 @R de fdhar T |

S T SqAR TR HISH & JeeT FelTe T SHMhAR THUH TS, HeTI(erd ol v, PINTeer
IER BUH YU, IUTEHEl dhed TaUl BHUre], e JSTdR, TS T thaR Taye ¥, Faar
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RIS, FGT JTSTTad, I IATE, IRYRM, ST 3], STdh) HHTa, 3IRAITH R A R areq,
YIeR ST FAR RiE, 8 M, W TS, MR SNARId, JHIBIR Al Arveprer, ivet
JERAR, (S ST, IR e R, eRfdbe Rig, s 9gd 9 gd Afe SuRerd o |
1 qd AT BT TeIER & d1a HIfST BT FHIIT AT | FEMNRIT a9 R 7 39 Ald W Y
gV W gd el @1 gwrare Fue e |

HqExIovol (S.9)

Rt AR g e Aar aRve TRer g1 7ol HexToriel # a1fdie d@m § TREr g4
A 5 & | ST Bl GG & 3T 3§ ST BIb] YA BT FTHAT BRAT TSl T | §7D]
ORI BT &I H Q@ §Y BRI I 7 G4 T Sl UH H [0+ 3feiel SRl faw] i agdal
& AEH ¥ SHITAUE SIINGS] ¥ 3MUE fdar Ty o |

27 ST 2024 BT & UH T BIRUSH HERIOHISl 3R AsTel SRINGCR YeTglale & SaEd & a1g
SAUREHUE BT 1T | R AT & fog I i ve 78 Il & forg w9 3 ST S 8T 2 |

dqES (S.9.)

14 el T F UIKT AR &S, HSR & IR IR Jd AP a1 IRYS & @, §
IURRIT YRTRIFEIRAT DI 98 FaTa ARSI, RIS H HolR AITH TR, el 3T U & BRIl
H AU B8 | WS & AN & AR HPRJ THH IS [T 3R FHRIRI TR el H 3 < g |

3% ¥ 7 YRR SURRKT §Q — dict IR 1 Rig — R, HolR &1 U TFR — 3fede, 3fae
T U, e TRIoT Rig — Sumede, 31ay Ui, o, 7. I g — Aerifaa sray, el S uig,
DTS, 3fqy, Tsdibe UIRGTd s — Ifedel d@T s, dRe MfbAaR Udl U Ud —
IR TGS, b aRfdg Rig — Ao TS, D G0 BT — TR T, TR, o 4.
a1 G BAR |

3T 26 TeTTs BT HRATE faa™d 7 B TN I IR & forg Sfera v 5y o
U 9T UG STUeTl 1 TS | TGS, Afed Fad I & AWl [Tell @ fediell Afeal I orver §
@ T FRA o faw &R Sue # w9 &1 qul 919 81 | 31K ST & SURid faaror
|fed @ et W gu 7 TR 5 S ar S 2|

AT MR, dERYR N (3.9.)

3Rt R g A HaT gy, el &1 7RIS d66 H AT Bl Gge AR Tefiet a1
Td A1a Jell H e T Hed[T & Bl 0 fo/r 717 | @l F9RTR H W7 MdTe F3aa
D1 LT H g ISP H WS Bl Folge a1 TR IR & 137 | fremmeder fawreres e/t = yagd
AT F FITST DI Aol I B fofQ iR AfAd T a9 R 9 Qa7 | Ioieer g 7 el
& uRye & geTiieIRT 7 fUset Arel # t wad &R 99 & #eH # gfory &1 wganT fdan
2| 39 IR ¥ Yo &1 FEAnT fahar S | Jiie dod # e HAR far, MaaR, SadaTT,
JFHRA W, AT, AT fawefl, XU g, Jei 99, STTeel Rig, TRRIVEN, dR¥s 34, J91E
Rig, IR HAR Msn, ol ™Te, HIgar, eI s, devd, 6 AR, JerEs a4,
HEhol 3cll, Ygad TS, My favard anfe Hivg = |
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